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	overview: Chain C, Document Services, takes Page Description Language files and converts them into Raster output data to 
enable an Image Output Terminal to print the files.  When printing is not immediately required, the output of 
Chain C may also go to a storage device or other Chain D destination.    At the heart of Chain C is Raster Image 
Processing service or RIP.   Queueing Services, Spooling services, and Font services aid the flow and quality of 
the RIP service.  

 The picture below shows a pictorial representation of the Services normally provided by Chain C.  Chain C 
services are normally performed by a Digital Front End or DFE.
	id: poCa1.pdf
	input: The input to the DFE is a 
Page Description  Language or 
PDL.  

The PDL file often enters the 
DFE by way of a network, 
although direct parrallel port 
connections are often available 
as well.

PDL files which come in from a 
Network Queue, arrive in 
packets which must be spooled  
into a file on the DFE hard drive.
	output: A special computer program 
called an Interpreter is launched 
at the DFE.  

The Interpreter transforms the 
commands of the Page Description 
Language into channels of Raster 
Image data.   This is known as 
Raster Image Processing or RIP.

There is one channel of image data 
for each color plane in the image.
YMCK:  Yellow, Magenta, Cyan, 
and Black.
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